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At the July 17, 2003 meeting, CERB approved state loan and grant investments of economic development infrastructure
for the City of Moses Lake, the Port of Centralia, the Port of Mattawa, the Port of Bellingham and the Port of Allyn
totaling $2,867,550.  The new businesses in Grant, Lewis, Whatcom and Mason counties associated with these
projects are expected to create 486 new jobs.

The City of Moses Lake, in Grant County,  received
conditional approval for a $504,000 loan to help
construct public road and rail crossing improvements
needed to accommodate increased truck traffic associ-
ated with the construction of an ethanol production
facility.  Pacific Rim Ethanol proposes to build and
operate a $138 million  alcohol distillation and vital
wheat gluten complex in Moses Lake.  Over 40 million
gallons of alcohol will be produced annually for use in
blending with gasoline and for beverage and industrial
uses.  Other products will  include protein animal feed
from dried distiller’s grains, food grade carbon dioxide
and wheat gluten used in the baking industry.  These are
critical value-added products for the grain producers
throughout Central Washington and the entire Inland
Northwest region.

The city’s goal is to attract more industrial companies
that provide skilled training, pay above average wage
levels for year-around employment and offer employee
benefits.  This plant will meet those criteria and add to
the area’s manufacturing base.  Pacific Rim Ethanol
estimates 52 direct full-time jobs will be created at the
facility and 276 full-time contracted jobs for trucking,
security and maintenance.  The estimated annual state
and local revenue created by this project is
$10,795,800.  CERB funds were leveraged with
$168,000 from other sources.

CITY OF MOSES LAKE: PORT OF CENTRALIA:

The Port of Centralia, in Lewis County, received
conditional approval for an $800,000 loan and a
$200,000 grant to help construct public road and
water improvements in the port’s Industrial Park  II.
The improvements are necessary to site a $39 million
lumber mill constructed by  the Centralia Sawmill
Company.  Centralia Sawmill estimates 94 new jobs
will be created.

During the past few years, a new timber supply has
matured in much of western Washington.  Currently,
most harvested logs are sent to Oregon sawmills.  This
project will mark the resurgence of soft wood lumber
milling in western Washington.  Milling technology and
mill efficiencies have increased dramatically since the
1980s downturn in the timber economy.  Newer high-
tech mills have become available and will be built for
this project.  Centralia Sawmill Company is poised to
build the most high technology milling operation in
Washington State.  Also, by many estimates, the strong
market in new housing will continue to build demand
for the lumber market into the future.  The public
infrastructure will also ready 200 acres of the port’s
industrial park for future development.  Annual state
and local revenues from the project are estimated at
$1,267,700.  CERB funds were leveraged with
$1,057,966 from other sources.

 WASHINGTON STATE COMMUNITY, TRADE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT    INVESTING IN WASHINGTON’S ECONOMIC FUTURE



2

PORT OF MATTAWA:
INDUSTRIAL PARK 1

The Port of Mattawa, in Grant County, received
conditional approval for a $54,000 loan and a $2,250
grant to help construct a 2,000 sq. ft. addition to an
existing 4,000 sq. ft. port industrial building located at
the Port’s Industrial Park #1.  The building is leased to
the Wood Box Factory, a manufacturer of custom
wood boxes for specialty products such as wines,
produce, candies, etc.  The building expansion is
required to accommodate the growth of the Wood Box
Factory and the creation of 2 new full-time jobs. The
addition will allow the Wood Box Factory to utilize all
of the original facility for production purposes, providing
more manufacturing space, plus room for inventory and
finished product storage.  The 2 new jobs add to the 7
existing jobs that have been created since 2000.
Annual state and local revenue from the project is
estimated at $4,192.  CERB funds were leveraged with
$18,750 from other sources.

PORT OF MATTAWA:
INDUSTRIAL PARK 2

The Port of Mattawa received conditional approval for
a $110,000 loan and a $27,300 grant to help complete
a publicly-owned well and construct a fireflow system
at the port’s Industrial Park #2.  The infrastructure is
needed to site a 10,000 to 20,000 sq. ft. food process-
ing facility constructed by Shaw Vineyards, estimated to
cost between $800,000 to $1 million.  The facility will
add value to commodity fruit crops grown throughout
the greater Mattawa area.  The Shaw Vineyards’ fruit
processing facility will hire 12 full-time employees.  The
public facilities will also make Industrial Park #2 more
useable and attractive to future industrial development.
Currently the park does not have water.  Annual state
and local revenues from the project are estimated at
$14,692.  CERB funds were leveraged with $68,700
from other sources.

The Port of Bellingham, in Whatcom County, received
conditional approval for an $850,000 loan  and a
$150,000 grant to construct a port-owned 45,000 sq.
ft. industrial building and 7,500 sq. ft. shipping center
for the expansion of Wood Stone Corporation, a
manufacturer of high-end wood and gas-fired stone-
hearth ovens.  Wood Stone is a port tenant and will
make a $500,000 private capital investment in new
machinery and equipment.

Wood Stone has historically sold its stone hearth ovens
exclusively on the commercial market.  Recently, a
growing demand for a smaller home oven has con-
vinced Wood Stone to expand its product line to
include an oven for home use.  Wood Stone estimates
44 full-time jobs will be created by this expansion.
Wood Stone has shown continual and steady growth as
a Washington manufacturer and exporter of stone-
hearth cooking equipment.  Annual state and local
revenues from the project are estimated at $243,215.
CERB funds were leveraged with $3,764,721 from
other sources.

PORT OF BELLINGHAM: PORT OF ALLYN:

The Port of Allyn, in Mason County, received  condi-
tional approval for a $45,000 loan and a $125,000
grant to help construct public water improvements to
site the North Bay Inn, a 38-room hotel, along the
waterfront in Allyn.  Allyn’s long-term economic diversi-
fication strategy is to develop the tourism industry.  The
North Bay Inn will be Allyn’s first hotel, placing the area
on a track to encourage economic development through
the tourism industry.

An estimated 6 full time jobs will be created as a result
of this project and an estimated private capital invest-
ment of $2 million will be made.    The waterfront hotel
will be built to provide overnight lodging and conference
facilities in Allyn.

There are also two secondary businesses that will be
developed as a result of the hotel.  The hotel develop-
ment is the primary and cornerstone development that
will be the catalyst to create a tourism business cluster.
CERB funds were leveraged with $155,000 from other
sources.
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RECENT CERB PROJECT CELEBRATIONS:

PORT OF SUNNYSIDE:

May 12, 2003 - Several CERB members and staff were special guest
speakers at the groundbreaking ceremony to begin Phase 2 construc-
tion of Midvale Road improvements in Sunnyside.  CERB members
included CERB Chair, Judith Boekholder, and Toppenish City
Councilwoman; CERB Vice-Chair, Jeff Matson, also a Port of
Sunnyside Commissioner; and 15th District Representative Dan
Newhouse, recently appointed CERB member, spoke at the cer-
emony.  CERB Program Manager, Kate Rothschild also made a
presentation.  Other local and state officials joined the Port of
Sunnyside in commemorating this special event.

In 1999 and 2002, the Port of Sunnyside received REV grant funds
jointly approved by CERB and the Washington Department of
Transportation to complete transportation improvements to Midvale
Road.  The work was scheduled to be completed in two phases.
Phase 1 was completed in October 2001 and included the laying of
drainage pipe.  The May 12 groundbreaking ceremony commenced
Phase 2, the road construction portion of the project.  Road improve-
ments will directly serve the needs of existing and future businesses
operating at the Midvale Road Industrial Park, creating at least 75
new full-time jobs.

PORT OF KLICKITAT:

June 3, 2003 - CERB Board member Miland Walling and
CERB Chair Judith Boekholder attended Governor Locke’s
visit to the Port of Klickitat’s ground breaking ceremony for
Bingen Point infrastructure improvements.  Miland Walling, from
Klickitat County, worked closely with Governor Locke’s staff
and the Klickitat EDC to organize the visit.

In 2002, CERB approved a loan to help construct an industrial
building, road, utilities and a storm water retention system for
lease to the Insitu Group, Inc.  Surrounding communities look to
the Port of Klickitat as one of the only areas where industrial
development and job creation can be encouraged. The Insitu
Group estimates 16 existing jobs will be retained and 32 new
jobs created within three years of new operations.   Insitu
provides research and development services and manufactures
unmanned miniature robotic aircraft.

Construction site for building leased to Insitu Group, Inc.

 Midvale Road



4

PORT OF BREMERTON:

June 24, 2003 - CERB Board members Leroy Williams and Senator Betti Sheldon were invited as special guest speakers
at the Port of Bremerton’s Aircraft Maintenance
Building ribbon cutting ceremony.

In 2002, CERB approved a loan to construct an
industrial building  at the Port of Bremerton for lease
to Avian Aeronautics, Inc., an existing port tenant
expanding operations.  Construction of the new port
facility was completed in June 2003.  Avian estimates
11 new jobs will be created and 2 will be retained as
a result of the expansion.  The Port of Bremerton
expects the aviation maintenance facility will encour-
age increased private development on over 580
leasable acres of public port lands surrounding the
airport.  Furthermore, the port sees the Bremerton
National Airport as the magnet for increased
commerical development with the potential to in-
crease private development on outlying private lands.

 

INVESTING IN WASHINGTON’S ECONOMIC FUTURE  

CERB is a state economic development resource strategically focused to help business and industry create
and retain jobs in partnership with local communities.

CERB provides financing for construction of public facilities that support private sector development and
 increased employment opportunities.

Management support is provided by Community, Trade & Economic Development, Washington’s lead agency
charged with enhancing and promoting sustainable economic vitality throughout the state.

Communities with potential projects are encouraged to contact  CERB staff at
360.725.4058 or by e-mail to: KateR@cted.wa.gov

 New port building leased to Avian Aeronautics.

RECENT CERB PROJECT CELEBRATIONS (CONT.):

Upcoming Events:

September 18, 2003 - CERB Meeting
(Applications due August 4)

November 20, 2003 - CERB Meeting
(Applications due October 6)


